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fenrtains to South Viet Nam. o
1. MeNamara's Congressional tes- -
ftimony thal the war is going far
Hrom good enly points up the

CJepinion of his supporbers - for
leiving an honest aceount of (the

Jout ‘propesing  what \ ghould - be
Fone te steaighben out the mess...

Fmava to epell out in publis testi-
Pueny y
Jrolicy should be, That iy .up. to
Puhnson. All McNamara and the
‘E’l.‘nmg(rﬂ can do i to inform
Fible in Viet N

Jeause this government sunounced enly
Jpost of our militarvy personiel?

Pour military did not inwiigate if, bul it felt requived to support
Frand of the Commande Yoooow s

Jor the “accelerated rate” o
por averthrow of the decrepit Diem government?
e t
ifetat, Ouy mi}i‘tm-y 4_i§du't; like Die
Jevelb against his vegime until there wasg a Junta capable of takin

thedy on.the ides thet Diem must
¢ ftrong leader in sight to suce

: Agency wanted any part of that blunder. And b
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_ By TED LEWIS
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greas that the military situatiof:
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Gh R » Salil,
MeNamara has told Con
in Scuth Viet Nam is loused u
is going to be done about it?

After all, we have 14,000 troops of vm:ious kinds in the Red

fiofitrated country. If the war effort deieriorated after the over}
November and there is only wha{

throw of the Diem government in
MeNamara calls Yhope” of im~
provement, then where do we go
rin here? o e X
It js generally agresd in Coun- -
wvess that the time is ripe for )
Fresident. Joboson to elarify his -
Viet Nam policy, In the process -
e ix goeing te bave.to straighten -
out A mesg right here in Washe -
ington which for too long hax
erippled sod befuddled our mili-

lary  assistance. program as it

Id

eed of a Prozidentisl decision,
. The Defense Beeretary i now
eing eriticized — unfrivly in the .

Viet Nawm military situation withs

Howevey, it isn't up - to MeNa~~

what  this - government's

éen; Panl Harking
Querthrow wasn't his blun

Congress that the 1.8 pos
mstances largely beyond its rcoftrol
or exaniple, be the whipping boy Ve
4 few months ago the
we would be able to with

. military i3 operating as efficiently as
am uniler cirey
Why ahould MeNumara,f

war waz going so well that by 1965 raw

-That-was a White House. statement isened by Jolnt P, Kem edy

v in Chief.;
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Second-String Striped Pants Boys Goofed
Why should MeNamara and ouy military also be booted ar
£ Viet Cong activities after the No

Vo Ne

Vjt-hcr the Pentagon nat Gen,. Paul Harking, . command
i

eb Nam assistance: forces, .wis resfonsible for the

ouy
pver efficiently, - . : T

- The mess the war effort iz now in e largely dus. to secondfeve
Asiatic “ekperts” in the State Departiment, who. 20ld . President
&0 ‘even though there wag:

eed him, - : L g
Not - even the - often properly : criteiied. Central Intelligericd
1 lunder ft turend
1 by reading between-the lines of M¢Namb:

0 be, axnnyone can 't
antions testimonye .

m either, but they opposed| anyg

7 Both the CIA agents on'{he geene and militavy intelligence cul-
cagues agreed that while Diem was pretiy bad, it would be worsef
to have an unstable suceeasion Jacking prounlar support.

Yetb such State Department figures as W, Averell Harriman|
and- Roger Hilaman, sssistant seeretary of state for Far Eastern
affairs, helped sell' JTK on the idee that “Diem rovet £0. Now see
what bag happened, ax McNamara said, in effect, the other day.

A Tug-of-War Among U.S. Agencies.

What is obviously required from President Johnson is'to veslore
order out of this chaos of contradictory U, 8. tearns cperating in the
Viet Nam show. One ageney should bein charge. Up fo new the
military has Desn contesting with the CIA, and beth are y¥ying
with our State Department over matters of authority. '

Is our Viet Nam operation
diplomatic? Right now it iz
helluva Wway to run an operation
Amercans.-are at stuke, :
"~ And while the President figures out what to do now that Med
Namara hag obliquely  brought up the issue, he mipght consider
whether it is smart to have as 1.8, ambassador in Saigon a man
;suddenly vestive and nostalgie becausze of the political climaté back
e, . ) :
. Ambassador Henry Cudot Lodge was-certainly chogen by Kennedy
for the joh last summer because, in part at least, it Jooked like poud
polities to have s name Republican on the Saigon scene. If South
YViet Nam blew up, it would be difficult for the GOP to ride the
fssue havd if Nixon's 1960 running mate was in (he action in & re-

rimarily. military, intelligenée or|
ittle bit of all three, which ix &
in_ which the lives o£ Jmiformed|

gpensible role. :

(diaz the Presidential bug.

. Bifuation Peses'a Worisome Problem |
12" But §s it equally smart pelitics for Johnson to bave Lodge as s}
,ambagsador? When JFK named .Lodge last swmmer, the latter's
days in elective polities appeared definitely over. Now Lodge cleaxly|

: There conld well be worried White Huuse irmaginings over this.
Like Ladge quitting as ambassader enaxly thizs spring and returning
b0 charge that the Pentagon and the CIA had, under Jolsen
aupsices, prevented him from cleaning up the Viet Nam mess.

Johnson must: know by now that the mdlitary and Todge don't
gel along. He alse’must know that ther: are suspicions that thel
planted-veports that Gen. Harking is to be replaced leak out of the
embassy itself. R . R
:o . There iy a crying need for s Presidential straightening-out of
1.8, policy in® Viet Name on another coual.” There ave more sind
more disturbivig rumors that the Administration is leaning toward a
nentral statuy for Viet' Name. This has been Charles de Ganlie’s
idea; 1t hag some support here primarily bocause of. the lack of any:
mlar'('\'lr‘e}(li -

suceess g0 far-in ouy military aid program,- -
‘Prezident should at_least clear up the uncertain
Eutrpnin ey iy R g

ty over this.
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